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Appoint
ment 

Sarah 
Altemus- 

Pope 

 

Sarah Altemus-Pope is the founder and executive director for the 
Southern Willamette Forest Collaborative, a community-based 
collaborative group that brings people together to advance 
projects that create healthy forests and communities. Previously, 
Sarah worked for the Forest Service International Programs office 
in Washington D.C. and as wildland firefighter and smokejumper 
for 14 seasons. Sarah is also a part-time attorney in Oakridge with 
Access the Law, a nonprofit legal services organization assisting 
and representing community members of modest means. Sarah 
holds a JD/ MS Conflict Resolution masters degree from the 
University of Oregon School of Law. Sarah is from Oakridge, 
Oregon, where she now lives with her husband and three 
children. 

2022/ 
At-large 

David  
Eisler 

 

I grew up on the east coast and came out to Oregon to finish my 
doctoral work in Anthropology at the U of Oregon in 1972  then 
taught Anthropology and did archaeological and ethnographic 
field work in the Pacific Northwest and the Pacific Islands.  
 
Both my wife (Sarah Sheffield, a nurse Practitioner) and I have 
had decades of involvement in public service, she working at Lane 
County jail medical department and now the VA, and myself 
serving 14 years in the Walton Volunteer Fire Department as a 
fire fighter and EMT.  
 
My passion has been in environmental restoration serving 23 
years with the Siuslaw Watershed Council and 20 years with the 
Siuslaw National Forest’s collaborative Stewardship Group. 
 
Over the years Sarah and I have increased our Walton forest 
property to 160 acres which we manage for both a sustained 
timber yield and for the quality of forest and stream habitat. I run 
a small mill that turns out specialty wood products such as large 
Douglas fir beams and timbers as well as hardwood for cabinets 
and furniture. I am not a climate change specialist but my 
involvement in forest issues and forest science over the last 40 
years makes me familiar with the research on Oregon forest’s 
important role in climate change mitigation.  

2022/ 
At-large 

  

https://www.swfcollaborative.org/
https://accessthelaw.org/


Kim Forrest 

 

Kim was raised in Eugene and is currently a resident of 
Springfield. She has always been interested in local policies and 
has previous professional experience working in the Oregon State 
Legislature. Kim currently serves on the board of two 
environmentally-focused organizations, StoveTeam International 
and the Middle Fork of the Willamette Watershed Council. She is 
also a second-generation member of a family-owned 
manufacturing business operating in Eugene for nearly 50 years.  

 
Kim applied to join the CAC because of Lane County’s urgent need 
to respond to the increasingly destructive impacts of climate 
change. She hope to be helpful in evaluating how new mitigation 
plans and GHG reduction strategies may impact the health of our 
local community. 

2024/ 
Berney 

Guen  
DiGioia 

 

Guen DiGioia is the upgrades & smoke outreach coordinator for 
Oakridge Air. She grew up in Oakridge, Oregon, and returned 
after she completed her Master’s in sustainable forest 
management with a statistics minor in Fall 2021. Her Bachelor’s 
from the University of Oregon in marine biology with minors in 
chemistry and Italian stimulated her interests in the chemical 
cycling and climate change. After graduation in 2016, she had two 
internships, one with the Southern Willamette Forest 
Collaborative in Oakridge and one with Hamakua Korean Natural 
Farming in Hawaii. The collective knowledge from these 
internships enabled her to pursue the connection between 
microorganisms, soil nutrient availability, and carbon 
sequestration. This culminated in her thesis titled Carbon 
Sequestration Potential After Riparian Restoration—A Baseline 
Study of Carbon Stocks and Mycorrhizal Communities 
(2021) where she sampled soil in restored riparian forests 
managed by Clean Water Services. When she’s not busy at work, 
she runs and hikes in the forest with her husband, Jacob, and her 
energetic aussie-poodle pup, Sukki.  

2024/ 
Buch 

Dr. M 
Jackson 

 

Dr. M Jackson is a geographer, glaciologist, and science 
communicator exploring the intersections of societal 
transformation, glaciology, and climate change. Jackson is a 
National Geographic Society Explorer, TED Fellow, and three-time 
U.S. Fulbright Scholar including two U.S. Fulbright-National 
Science Foundation Arctic Research grants. Jackson holds a 
doctorate from the University of Oregon, a Master of Science 
degree from the University of Montana, serves as a U.S. Fulbright 
Ambassador, an Expert for National Geographic Expeditions, and 
was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Zambia. Jackson is an active 
public speaker, author of multiple peer-reviewed articles, and the 
science books The Secret Lives of Glaciers (2019), which explores 
the complex impacts of glacier change for communities along the 
southeastern coast of Iceland, and While Glaciers Slept: Being 
Human in a Time of Climate Change (2015), which weaves 
together the parallel stories of what happens when the climates 
of a family and a planet change. Jackson has worked for over a 
decade in the Arctic and Antarctic exploring changing climates 
and communities and currently lives in Eugene, Oregon. 

2022/ 
At-large 



Melinda 
Montgomery 

 

Melinda Montgomery is a 5th generation Oregonian, 3rd 
generation timber owner and a 2nd generation teacher. Melinda 
has a degree in Elementary Education from Oregon State 
University and has worked in Education for 35 years. She is 
currently teaching 6th grade online. She is the president of the 
Lane County Chapter of the Oregon Women In Timber and 
Secretary of Lane Families for Farm and Forests, a grassroots 
organization. 
 
She lives on the family tree farm in Noti that is actively managed 
by her dad, David, a forest engineer, her brother Mike, owner of 
the logging business, and nephew Garrett She and her daughter 
Abby for a multigenerational household with her dad. 
 
Melinda’s interest lies in giving the natural resource families of 
Lane County a voice on the committee. Her goal is to learn so as 
to be able to help facilitate cooperation, coordination, and 
balance between all vested interests in maintaining a healthy 
place to work and live. 
 
When Melinda isn’t teaching the most awesome group of 
students she can be found walking, spending time with her 
daughter, quilting or working around the family home and forest. 
 

2024/ 
Bozievich 

Tao 
Orion 

 

Tao Orion is the owner of Resilience Permaculture Design, LLC, 
and consults on holistic farm, forest, and restoration planning 
throughout the Pacific Northwest. She holds a degree in 
Agroecology and Sustainable Agriculture from UC Santa Cruz, and 
a MSc in Climate Change, Agriculture, and Food Security from the 
National University of Ireland. She is an instructor at Oregon State 
University in their Permaculture program. She lives with her 
husband and two sons outside of Cottage Grove and grows 
organic fruits, vegetables, seeds, nuts, and animals at their 
smallholding, Viriditas Farm. 

2022/ 
At-large 

Eloise Parish- 
Mueller 

 

I’m an undergraduate student at the University of Oregon 
majoring in Environmental Science and International Studies, and 
an organizer with the Eugene hub of the Sunrise Movement, Lane 
County Mutual Aid Network, and other environmental and social 
justice groups locally and on campus. 
 
When I’m not organizing, studying, or working I love to travel, 
dance, read and write fiction, and spend time with friends and 
family. 
 
I’ve lived in Eugene/ Lane County for my whole life thus far, and 
have witnessed the growing effects of the climate crisis on our 
region, as well as nationally and globally. This crisis is horrifying 
and heartbreaking, but we know what we can do to stop fueling it 
and build resilience for our communities and ecosystems and 
others. I’m excited to have the chance to collaborate with other 
Lane County residents and community leaders to promote the 
development of a strong, ambitious, and just plan for addressing 
this emergency at the county level. 

2022/ 
At-Large 



  



Samantha 
Roberts 

 

Samantha Roberts brings her passions for good public 
policy, quality stewardship, and community building to her 
role as a Climate Advisory Committee member. A Double 
Duck with a bachelor of arts in Family and Human Services 
and a graduate degree in Public Administration, Samantha 
has spent more than a decade working in the nonprofit and 
public sector.  
Most recently, Samantha worked at the City of Eugene first 
serving as the Deputy City Recorder, working to better 
understand local public processes and helping to increase 
government transparency and accountability. She also 
worked as the Climate Policy Analyst with the City 
Manager’s Office Sustainability Program, working to 
implement the Climate Action Plan 2.0 and staff the Eugene 
Sustainability Commission. It was here that Samantha 
realized the cross sections of quality public policy, public 
engagement and government transparency with the 
urgency of our climate crisis.  
Currently, Samantha serves as the Director of Business 
Advocacy for the Eugene Chamber of Commerce. Here, she 
works tirelessly to bring her wealth of experiences to 
advocate for the needs of local businesses as they face a 
dynamic and quickly evolving policy landscape locally, at 
the state, and federally. She hopes to participate in public 
process that equitably enhances local resiliency through 
mitigation and adaptation efforts, while protecting 
economic development and prosperity that has supported 
Eugene and Lane County.  
Samantha resides in Eugene with her husband, two sons, 
and two furever-young-pups. She’d love to grab a cup of 
coffee or local brew  with you, and nerd out on climate or 
other public policy issues! 

2024/ 
Farr 

Rob  
Zako 

 

Rob Zako has been working for the last two decades on 
transportation, land use, and climate change issues. He is 
currently the executive director of Better Eugene-Springfield 
Transportation (BEST), which promotes transportation options, 
safe streets, and walkable neighborhoods. Previously as a 
research associate with the University of Oregon's Sustainable 
Cities Institute, he explored using the triple bottom line to make 
transportation and other decisions; examined the efforts of four 
states to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from transportation; 
and studied how effectively transportation investments are 
advancing livability and other goals. As a planner for the Oregon 
Department of Land Conservation and Development, he assisted 
metropolitan areas reduce greenhouse gas emission from 
transportation. As an independent consultant, he led the effort to 
establish the Lane Area Commission on Transportation (LaneACT). 
For five years he was the transportation advocate for 1000 
Friends of Oregon. While a graduate student working on a Ph.D. 
in theoretical physics, Rob met his future wife Kayleen while 
leading an American Youth Hostels bicycle tour down the Big Sur 
coast of California. 

2023/ 
Trieger 
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